
Name: _______________________
ACT Class Day: ________________
School: ______________________
Grade: _______________________

Session #10

Weekly Challenge
Try to work out these linguistic puzzles!  No additional resources (dictionaries, etc.) are necessary to work out the puzzle.  It often helps to use lots of 
scratch paper.  Just use common sense, logic, and patience (also know as “productive struggle”).  Sometimes you will find that a particular hypothesis 
or line of reasoning does not work. In such cases, try again using a different approach. Perhaps some languages are written right-to-left, or the verb 

may come at the beginning, or the end, of the sentence. It is these kinds of discoveries that make doing such problems an exceptional learning! 

The following list of words is from the Agta language of the Central Cagayan Valley in the Northern island of Luzon, in the Philippines. 
There are now only about 600 speakers of this variety of Agta, although there are perhaps 10,000 people in the Philippines who 
speak other varieties also known as Agta. The Agta people now speak an Austronesian language similar to other languages spoken 
in the Philippines. However, they are descended from the Melanesian people who were present in the Philippines before the 
Austronesian peoples arrived. The Agta language is now seriously endangered.

Now you have enough information to translate the following words into Central Cagayan Agta:

12.  'little leg.’	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ______________________________

13.  'money'		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ______________________________	 	 	

14.  'little beetle' (this is the word for 'lady bug.')	 	 	 ______________________________	

15.  'little patch'	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ______________________________

16.  'little granny'	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ______________________________	

1. wer
2. balabahuy
3. talobag
4. bakbakat
5. palapirak
6. bahuy
7. bag
8. walawer
9. balabag
10. takki
11. labang

'creek'
'little pig'
'beetle'
'granny'
'little money'
'pig'
'loincloth'
'little creek'
'little loincloth'
'leg'
'patch'



Swahili of Eastern Congo (Democratic Republic of Congo)

Ronnie Sim
Swahili belongs to a large language family, called Bantu. Bantu languages are spoken by more than 100 million 
people in Southern and Eastern Africa. Swahili is the mother tongue of about 5 million people, and is the common 
language of trade along much of the east coast of Africa. However, the variety of Swahili represented in this puzzle is 
spoken hundreds of kilometers inland, and is quite different from that which is spoken near the coast.

Your task is simple. Read the first ten Swahili words and their English translations. Then give the Swahili words that 
correspond to the last three English translations:

1. Ninasema.	 	 'I speak.'

2. Wunasema.	 	 You speak.'

3. Anasema.	 	 'She speaks.'

4. Wanasema.	 	 'They speak.'

5. Ninaona.	 	 'I see.'

6. Niliona.	 	 	 I saw.'

7. Ninawaona.	 	 'I see them.'

8. Niliwuona.	 	 'I saw you.'

9. Ananiona.	 	 'She sees me.'

10. Wutakaniona.		 'You will see me.'

11.'She saw them.'		 ______________________________

12. 'I will see you'	 	 ______________________________

13. 'She saw me.	 	 ______________________________


