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We are oﬀ to a great start in ACT and have had a wonderful ﬁrst few sessions together.
Over the past few weeks, students participated in a team-building challenge and we also
spent time reviewing ACT routines and procedures. All classes have also started their ﬁrst
units. I hope your child has shared a positive experience from ACT with you thus far.
Thank you to all of our new ACT parents who were able to make it to Parent NIght earlier
this week. If at anytime you have questions regarding ACT, please don’t hesitate to
contact me!

Bus Pick Up & Class Sessions
Hopefully at this point, your child is feeling comfortable
with catching the bus to ACT. We are so grateful for our
transportation department because without our amazing
bus drivers, ACT would not be possible!
Thanks for reminding your child about his/her ACT class
day, especially if your child has a morning class. Timely
departures help us to start our classes on time (and
occasionally early!).
Thank you for your help in reinforcing our Bus Rider rules,
as well.

If your child didn’t pick up
his/her theme poster, I have
more available in the ACT
classroom.

Google Classroom
This year, all ACT students will be using Google Classroom for a number of digital classroom
activities throughout the school year. Google Classroom is my preferred learning
management system and is accessible through the GSuite for Education account your child is
issued from the school. (All Jenison Christian students have received JPS student credentials
so they can also access Google Classroom when at ACT.
If you are interested in seeing what we are working on in ACT, your child can access
Classroom from home with his or her school username and password. Students can login
from any web browser, or they can use the free Google Classroom app, available for Android
or iOS mobile devices.
In addition to learning and practicing important content with Google Classroom assignments,
your child will also be developing important computer skills. Google Classroom is also a
WONDERFUL way for students to stay connected to ACT in between class sessions. If
students are ﬁnished with classroom work in their homeroom classes, I encourage them to
login to Classroom to see if there is anything else they can explore for ACT! I look forward to
using this tool with students this year — if you ever have any questions about Google
Classroom, please contact me.

Click to access Google
Classroom & the JPS Student
Technology Handbook

Above, please ﬁnd a nice video resource for using
Google Classroom.
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=88idNZxeZbo&feature=emb_logo)

ACT Core Values
One thing that we discussed in our ﬁrst sessions, and that we will refer to throughout the
school year, are the ACT Core Values. Our Core Values will act as our Social Contract -- both
inside and outside of the ACT classroom. These values will not only guide how we act and
treat one another in class, but will also serve as a foundation for all of our learning endeavors.
They are a way to get the most of our ACT experiences.

ACT Core Values Continued
• Stay Open
• Be Curious
• Take the Risk
• Work Hard
• Play
• Think!
• Honor Strengths & Gifts
• Strive for Balance
• Act Responsibly
• Communicate Compassionately
• Reﬂect
It is my hope that these ACT Core Values will instill in the students the desire to challenge
themselves to grow as learners, students, and young people. Throughout the school year, we
will refer to these values often. Preparation for life beyond school starts early, and our values
will certainly act as a guide for great success!

Classroom Photos
I love to document learning with photos. Students will also learn to take pictures of their
work to include in classroom reﬂection documents or to showcase their learning. This is
especially important since we are often using hands-on materials that may need to be
cleaned up at the end of a class session.
This year, I am trying out a new photo management system to help share pictures with
parents. Bloomz makes it easy for teachers to securely share photos and there are many
other fun features, as well. I will be manually approving all users, so thanks for your patience
while I ensure that our photos are secure and safe!

Click above to access Bloomz. Below, choose your
child’s grade level thumbnail to view instructions and the
access code for our Bloomz classrooms.

I will send speciﬁc grade level content updates in the near future. Until then, I hope you enjoy
some pictures from our ﬁrst class sessions (more are accessible on Bloomz!), and I
encourage you to ask your child to share about his/her ﬁrst ACT class sessions. Thank you so
much for your support as we have gotten the ball rolling this year!

