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We are nearing the end of our ﬁrst units in
ACT! All grades will be starting their
second unit of the year in the week or two
after Thanksgiving break. Thanks so much
for your support so far this year!

Happy Thanksgiving!
It seems hard to believe that we just ﬁnished up our 12th week of the 2022-2023 school year
and Week 11 of ACT! This newsletter shares more updates about what we have been
learning in ACT, including some pictures of our work. I also plan to upload more pictures to
the Bloomz app in the near future since we’ve had a few ﬁeld trips at sixth grade, dissections
at ﬁfth, and creating and fun at third and fourth grade.
As we ﬁnish out these seven school days before Thanksgiving break, I just want to share
how grateful I am for your amazing children. Not a day goes by without me feeling so much
appreciation for their curiosity and desire to learn. I know I’m biased, but I do feel like I have
one of the best jobs in the world!
I wish you all a restful and safe Thanksgiving break.
Yours in learning,
Julie

3rd Grade
Wednesday third grade students successfully made their way to Oregon with a few
bumps and bruises along the way and Monday students will be working to complete the
journey this coming week! Along the way, we passed landmarks such as Independence
Rock and South Pass. Over the last few weeks, our ACT "pioneers" encountered a man with
cholera, endured a prairie storm, hunted, and ﬂoated over more rivers. Some students lost
health points, and we had near casualties after some teams met the Shoshone Indians
(and made the bad decision to try to attack...).
I also tested the students' knowledge of what we have learned so far in this unit as we
played a game of Kahoot. It was fun to see just how much we have learned so far!
I plan to ﬁnish up this unit on Wednesday, November 16 for our Wednesday third graders
and on Monday, November 21 with our Monday class with a fun in-class Pioneer Feast!
Thanks to everyone who has signed up to donate some food items to make this feast
authentic. On the day of our feast, the students will also determine how well their
pioneers start their new life in Oregon by making some ﬁnal decisions and by assessing
whether or not they have the supplies needed to be a successful homesteader.
Following break, the students will ﬁnish up documenting the trip in their Pioneer Journal.
Please consider having your child show you his/her Pioneer Journal through Google
Classroom! The kids have been working so hard, and it has been fun to see their writing
and computer skills develop as they add more details to their entries. Students should
have three diary entries completed (or close to being complete), and they will have two
more that they will ﬁnish prior to the end of our adventure.

Want to play the Classic Oregon Trail computer
game at home? Click the image above. To the
left: Check out a quick video of the Oregon Trail
from above! Wagon ruts are still visible today.

3rd Grade Continued

Students are working to travel to the Willamette Valley!

3rd Grade Continued

Above: Students spin our “Wheel of
Fate” to see what happens to their
pioneer characters along the way!
To the left: A diary entry prompt that
students use for inspiration for writing
their own diary entries.

4th Grade
Fourth graders have been busy these past weeks with some very sophisticated math work!
Not only did the students learn how to make an accurate geometric reﬂection to ﬁnd the
path that the golf ball must take to make a hole-in-one in their golf holes. This week, we also
explored levers and algebra.
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This challenge lasts the entire unit and
students are not allowed to look up the
answer online! Good luck!

Levers are one type of simple machine and are found throughout our everyday lives. To kickstart
our conversations, I asked the students to brainstorm how they might move a 50 lb. rock from the
front of the school to the back in only ten minutes without using any device with a motor or
employing the help of another individual. This whole-group discussion was very interesting, and
it was fun hearing their creative responses. Through their discussions with their classmates and
me, each group ﬁnally stumbled upon the idea of using some type of lever. This led us into
learning more about levers. After watching a video, students were asked to identify the diﬀerent
components of a lever (such as the fulcrum, load (or resistance), eﬀort, and the arms.)
Next, we explored the relationships between the masses and the distance from the fulcrum on a
class 1 lever (The Law of the Lever) and we completed some word problems in which the
students had to solve for an "unknown." HELLO, ALGEBRA! Even though I am not expecting
mastery of this math work, we discussed in class how being exposed to these topics is important
and helps to provide a foundation for future work. Great work, kids! Over the next week, students
will continue to build elements for their golf holes, and we will PLAY these in class the week after
Thanksgiving. If you would like to attend, please sign up here!

4th Grade Continued

We’ve been experimenting with levers,
building ﬁrst class levers, and making our
golf courses come to life!

Another
12-Piece
Pentomino
Master!

4th Grade Continued

Bottom right: Students are
working to break the
Pentomino Code as we enjoy
the read aloud Chasing
Vermeer.

5th Grade
Shark dissections went so well, and I was so proud of the students for taking the risk as we
learned more about the shark’s external and internal anatomy. Thank you to all of our
amazing parent and grandparent volunteers who assisted on our dissection days! We
couldn’t do it without you!
Since completing the dissection, the ﬁfth grade students have been focused on completing
a few more labs to further investigate sharks and their unique body features. We
completed a density lab to illustrate the importance of the shark’s oily liver in helping them
to ﬂoat, we learned about parts per million as students explored a shark’s sense of smell,
and we recently enjoyed playing the fun game CHOMP! as we learned about the ocean
food chain.

Some of our shark dissection pictures. More will be
uploaded to the Bloomz app soon!

5th Grade Continued
In addition to completing some ﬁnal labs related to sharks, the students have also been
working on research, building a Google Site on which to display their research, and computer
coding projects to create a picture or animation of their chosen shark species with JavaScript.
The week after Thanksgiving break, we will be sharing these websites with one another in class
and we’ll celebrate the end of our ﬁrst unit with a fun Cake Wars activity. If your child is
interested in donating some toppings for Cake Wars (sprinkles, gel icing, candy, Goldﬁsh
crackers, etc., please email me. Thanks!).
Please consider asking your child more about his/her research project!

As we have discussed our research
projects, a big focus of ours has been
learning how to tell if a source is reliable
and how to cite our sources appropriately.

Check out this image
created using
JavaScript! How cool!

5th Grade Continued

Students explored density and a shark’s
sense of smell through some fun,
hands-on labs. A big focus in our labs has
been how to follow procedures carefully
and accurately.

6th Grade
We are ﬁnishing up our ﬁrst unit in sixth grade, Limnology: The Study of Fresh Water Systems,
and I have been so very impressed with all of the science and lab work completed by our
amazing sixth graders. In addition to learning about the various parameters that determine
water quality and learning the accompanying lab tests used to monitor them, the students
have also been working on a simulation called Mystery River where they analyze information
and evidence provided to them about a simulated water system in the town of Capitol City.
Are the freshwater mussels disappearing because of the runoﬀ of the local farms? Perhaps
the fact that BioTech, the city’s leading pharmaceutical company, is improperly disposing their
chemical waste. Could the record corn crop the county saw this year explain potential
hazards or is it the fact that natural predators of the mussels have moved into the Shawnee
River area?
As we ﬁnish up this unit, the students are working as part of their team to develop proposed
theories, cited with evidence, as to why the mussels in the Shawnee River are disappearing.
They also are required to develop an action plan, with recommendations, as to how to FIX the
problems.
The students worked this past week to come up with their theories, solutions, and how they
plan to present their ﬁndings to the class. Some teams are creating Slides presentations,
others are developing skits, still others are making dioramas, while others are creating
demonstrations. It has been fun to watch the students’ creativity come to life as we prepare
to present these to the class the week prior to Thanksgiving break.
When we return from break, we will kick oﬀ our second unit entitled Forensic Science Sleuths.
We are excited to learn more about what it takes to be a forensic scientist!

Students used our ACT Low Cost Water Monitoring kits to test for pH,
dissolved oxygen, nitrates, and more of a local water sample.

6th Grade Continued

Check out these highlights from our DJ Angus boat trips! Besides one day that was a little chilly, we really did luck out
with some beautiful weather on all of our trips. The students did a fantastic job being aquatic scientists aboard the vessel.
The GVSU staﬀ and crew had amazing things to say about our groups, including that the students were better than some
of their college classes they take out! Great work kids!

6th Grade Continued

We were pleasantly surprised when we found out our tour of the Wyoming Utilities Plant was in Holland (rather than the
City of Wyoming) and when we learned that we’d be seeing how the city cleans water from Lake Michigan to make it safe
for us to drink (rather than how sewer water is cleaned). Did you know that the facility in Holland has tanks that hold 17.5
million gallons of ﬁnished water and they can, at max production, treat and ﬁlter up to 120 million gallons of water a day to
then pump the 26.5 miles to the City of Wyoming and the various municipalities, including Georgetown Township, in
between? I think we all had a newfound appreciation for our water supply and how we can be good stewards of water
after this trip!

